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ASU HOMECOMING, 2021:  RAMS TO FACE EDWARD WATERS IN SATURDAY'S GAME
By the Editor

                                       
Albany State University is celebrating homecoming this week and weekend, much of it in person, with all the necessary precautions.  Attendees of the in-person events are 
urged to be mindful of all the CDC COVID-19 guidelines.  You are encouraged to wear a mask and social distance for all indoor and outdoor events as well as get the vac-
cine and be tested before attending.  You are also urged to check the event before attending in case protocol requires the University to cancel it for the sake of your health 
and well-being.  Vaccinations, testing and masks will be available.

Some of the in-person events scheduled for the remainder of the week and on the weekend include:

See ASU Homecoming on Page 2
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ELECTION CALENDAR:  
CITY COMMISSION 
WARDS 2, 3 AND 5

ELECTION DATE:  Tuesday, November 2, 2021

ADVANCED VOTING DATES AND LOCATIONS:
October 12 through October 29, 2021

Monday - Friday, 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM: Saturday, 9:00 
AM - 5:00 PM

Riverfront Resource Center, 125 Pine Avenue

ABSENTEE BALLOT DEADLINES: Last day to re-
quest Absentee Ballot is Friday, October 22, 2021

OPTIONS FOR SUBMITTING ABSENTEE BAL-
LOTS: Mail to Dougherty County Voter Registration 
and Elections Offi  ce, P.O. Box 1827, Albany, GA  31702 
UPS, FedEx, Hand Delivery to Dougherty County Voter 
Registration and Elections Offi  ce, 222 Pine Avenue, Ste 
220, Albany, GA  31701

See Dr. John Eaves on Page 2

DR. JOHN EAVES, CANDIDATE FOR SECRETARY OF STATE, VISITS ALBANY

Dr. John Eaves is making a historic run to become the fi rst African American Secretary of State in Georgia and the South.  Dr. Eaves’ visit to Albany included a sit-down 
discussion with some local leaders and a visit to Albany State University’s game with Clark Atlanta University on Saturday, September 25, 2021.  In his discussion with local 
leaders, he focused on some of his priorities for a re-imagined Offi  ce of Secretary of State.  Something that is very much needed after the fi asco witnessed in the presidential 
election last year and the continuing saga involving the sitting Republican Secretary of State, Brad Raff ensperger, and the shameful behavior of ex-president, Donald Trump.  
John is the former Chairman of the Fulton County Commission.

Just to give you some background on Dr. Eaves, he is a man of the people, who 
come from an ordinary background, and identifi es with ordinary people.  Born 
and raised in Jacksonville, Florida, John relocated to Georgia to attend More-
house College and a walk-on player for the football team.  John’s will, drive, and 
mental toughness led him to be a four-year letterman and team captain by his 
senior year. While at Morehouse, John received local and national recognition for 
his volunteerism in the Atlanta Public School system.

As a politician, John is known as a thoughtful leader, with a reputation for know-
ing his stuff .  He likes to listen and learn and put his leadership skills into action.  
Driven by his need to help others, John gained his fi rst experience in politics while 
volunteering for his uncle, Reginald Eaves’, campaign for Mayor of Atlanta.

GAINES KICKS OFF CAMPAIGN FOR WARD 3
CITY COMMISSION SEAT

A large crowd of over 50 supporters gathered on Sunday afternoon, September 26, 2021, in front of Govern-
ment Center to help launch the campaign of Vilnis 'Dip' Gaines for the city commission seat currently held by 
B.J. Fletcher.  Daa’iyah Salaam is the third person contesting for the Ward 3 seat.  The election is scheduled 
for November 2, 2021.

Mr. Gaines is a fi fth genera-
tion Albanian and has lived his 
entire life in the city.  He is a 
30+ year employee of Miller 
Coors.  He is also a fi fth gen-
eration member of 2nd Mount 
Zion Baptist Church where 
both his parents, Roosevelt and 
Elizabeth Gaines, served until 
their death.

Dip, as he is aff ectionately known, outlined some of his campaign's priorities.  Before doing so, he paid tribute 
to his late uncle, Milton 'Junebug' Griffi  n, who served for many years on the Dougherty County School Board.  
He stated that community service is in his blood and he has served the community largely through his work 
with coaching youth baseball and would like to restore emphasis in the city on addressing the needs of our 
youth.  He feels that will solve so many of the problems with youth crime and adolescent misconduct.

See Gaines Campaign on Page 2

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6th
K-12 Educators and First Responders Appreciation Drop-In Social
6:30 – 8:30 PM, The Flint Restaurant, 112 Pine Avenue

Homecoming Street Festival
8:00 PM, 100 Pine Avenue

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7th
Alumni Welcome Reception
6:30 - 8:00 PM, East Campus Intramural Field

SAAB Presents:  HOLLEYwood Walk of Fame
7:00 PM, East Campus Jones Brothers HYPER COMPLEX

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8th
National Alumni Association Golf Tournament
8:00 AM, Flint River Municipal Golf Course

Homecoming Pep Rally and Field Day
10:00 AM, East Campus Intramural Field

C. W. Grant Student Union Naming Ceremony
1:00 PM, East Campus Student Center

Midnight/Vendor Mall 
2:00 PM, East Campus Pedestrian Walkway 

Student vs. Alumni Spades Tournament
4:00 PM, East Campus Student Center Ballroom 1
Pre-Registration Required

Dr. John Eaves

Dr. John Eaves shown here with Adam 
Inyang, Gloria Gaines, Jon Howard and 

James Pratt

Vilnis 'Dip' Gaines and his supporters
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BLACK HISTORY QUESTION

In 1971, the “Free Angela” movement spread 
across the U.S. Who was Angela?

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9th
Albert W. 'Smitty' Smith Endowment Breakfast
7:30 AM, East Campus L. Orene Hall Building

Homecoming Parade, featuring Dr. James 'Eddie' 
Black, '89
9:00 AM, Pine Avenue, Downtown Albany

Homecoming Football Game
2:00 PM, ASU Coliseum, ASU Rams vs. Edwards Wa-
ters College Tigers

Homecoming Step Show and Student Concert
6:00 PM, East Campus Jones Brothers HPER Complex

GO RAMS!

ASU HOMECOMING FROM PAGE 1
Following his graduation from Morehouse, John served 
as National Director of the NCAA Volunteer for Youth 
Program and was the Southeast Regional Director of the 
Peace Corps.  In 2006, John achieved his dream public 
service job by getting elected as Chairman of Fulton 
County Board of Commissioners.  During his 11-year 
tenure, John established a reputation as a staunch advo-
cate on Healthcare, Transportation, Voter Registration 
and Access, addressing Homelessness and Criminal 
Justice Reform.  John is passionate about making a dif-
ference and gets energized when providing services to 
those who elected him.

John holds a master’s degree in Religion from Yale Uni-
versity and a Ph.D. in Educational Administration from 
the University of South Carolina.  He is a seasoned pub-
lic servant and is the recipient of numerous prestigious 
awards, including two Fulbright Awards in Germany 
and Finland and an American Memorial Fellow.

When Dr. Eaves is not addressing local and state is-
sues, he spends his time as the Executive Director of 
the Global Youth Ambassadors program.  Over the 
past 13 years, John has helped over 500 high school 
students from under-served communities with interna-
tional travel and leadership travel experiences through 
this program.  He currently serves as a senior instructor 
at Spelman College.  He is the devoted father of two 
adult children and resides in Atlanta.

Dr. Eaves pledges to protect your right to vote and be a 
strong advocate for small business throughout the state.  
He recognizes the need to focus especially on the re-
gions outside of Metro Atlanta like Albany.  He plans 
to return to the region soon for further discussion of his 
priorities.  The Albany Southwest Georgian will discuss 
specifi c ideas and priorities Dr. Eaves is proposing that 
will be of benefi t to the state and region in a subsequent 
article.  Look for it.

DR. JOHN EAVES FROM PAGE 1

Gaines also emphasized the need to support the Alba-
ny police who are responsible for keeping us safe.  He 
called for salary increases for police and feels that the 
increases are key to solving some of the high turnover 
in the department.  Another emphasis he has is to maxi-
mize the draw down on federal dollars to help lift the 
city out of the high level of poverty which is at the root 
of so many of our problems.  Gaines said, "I want to 
represent my community well, the community I love, 
the community I have worked for, in so many ways, 
all my life.  I want to restore our city to the community 
spirit we had when I was growing up.  It can be done."

GAINES CAMPAIGN FROM PAGE 1

TIMBERLINE 
ESTATES

Homes starting from the $1 0's.
Lots for sale. Starting at $ k.

$2,500 down.

FOR INFORMATION, CALL:
(229) 883-8537

Owner financed.

N  T  A  M  S

All newspapers sent by mail are delivered to the 
Post Offi  ce on Wednesday afternoon. If your paper 
arrives later than usual or does not arrive please 
call the postmaster in your city and report it. We 
cannot control Post Offi  ce delivery.

LEGISLATORS EDUCATE 
HOMEOWNERS ON STATE 
MORTGAGE ASSISTANCE, 
FORBEARANCE PROGRAMS

Legislators throughout Georgia are working to educate 
homeowners in their districts about the state’s mortgage 
assistance and forbearance plan programs to help pre-
vent foreclosures and evictions due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Administered by the Georgia Department of Commu-
nity Aff airs (DCA), the Homeowner Assistance Fund 
(HAF) was established to help homeowners who in-
curred fi nancial hardships associated with the coronavi-
rus pandemic. These funds will be provided to mitigate 
mortgage delinquencies, defaults, foreclosures, loss of 
utilities and displacements of homeowners experienc-
ing fi nancial hardship after January 21, 2020.

According to the DCA, homeowners who need imme-
diate assistance should work with their servicer or dis-
cuss options with a U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development approved counselor. The Biden-
Harris American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 allocates 
$353 million for this program. To learn more about the 
HAF program, please visit https://www.dca.ga.gov/
safe-aff ordable-housing/homeownership/georgia-mort-
gage-assistance-program.

DCA oversees the State Home Mortgage forbearance 
program for homeowners who have struggled fi nan-
cially during the pandemic. The passage of the fed-
eral Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act stipulates that every borrower who attests 
that they have been directly or indirectly impacted by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, regardless of delinquency, is 
entitled to a forbearance plan. The State Home Mort-
gage forbearance plans provide a temporary suspension 
or reduction of mortgage payments for a specifi c period 
during a temporary hardship, such as unemployment. 
At the end of the suspension, the homeowner is able to 
choose between several options to address the outstand-
ing payments. 

According to lawmakers, these programs were initiated 
to help keep people from experiencing home foreclo-
sures, evictions, and homelessness, so all struggling 
homeowners should look into these programs, even 
those who are unsure if they would qualify.

Sources: www.dca.ga.gov, https://www.legis.ga.gov   

Congratulations
Albany State University
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DUKES LEGISLATIVE AND 
COMMUNITY REPORT

By Rep. Winfred Dukes

Funding from the 
Biden-Harris American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
will be used to provide 
$1,000 bonuses for law 
enforcement offi cials 
and fi rst responders in 
Georgia. Applications 
for the grant program 
are being accepted now 
through December 31, 
2021.

The Law Enforcement and First Responder Sup-
plement grant program will provide a $1,000 one-
time pay supplement for full-time public safety 
offi cers and fi rst responders, including law en-
forcement offi cers, emergency medical technicians 
and fi refi ghters. This program will also provide a 
$300 stipend for volunteer and part-time fi rst re-
sponders and fi refi ghters.

Local governments and employers of public safety 
offi cials and fi rst responders can visit the Offi ce of 
Planning and Budget’s grant funding opportuni-
ties website for more information on how to ap-
ply, receive, and distribute these funds, https://
opb.georgia.gov/.

Eligible categories of law enforcement offi cials 
and fi rst responders include the following groups:
•  State, Local, or Education Entity Sworn Law 
     Enforcement
•  Criminal Investigators and Detectives
•  Probation and Parole Offi cers
•  Career Firefi ghters
•  Emergency Medical Technicians and 
    Paramedics
•  Sheriffs and Deputies
•  Correctional and Jail Offi cers
•  Bailiffs
•  Fish and Game Wardens
•  911 Communications Offi cers or Dispatchers

According to the Bureau of Labor and Statistics, 
approximately 80,790 Georgians are employed in 
these fi rst responder positions. The Offi ce of Plan-
ning and Budget recommends authorizing up to 
$100 million in Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery 
Funds (CSFRF) to provide the pay supplement for 
these fi rst responders.

First Lady Marty Kemp will host the third Pet 
Adoption Day at the Governor's Mansion on Sun-
day, October 24, from 2:00 - 5:00 p.m. She will 
partner with several humane societies, animal 
shelters, and pet rescues across the state to help 
fi nd permanent homes for animals in need.

The fi rst two Pet Adoption Days, 100 dogs, two 
cats, and one hamster were connected with fami-
lies. Applications are now open for guests and 
adoption groups to sign up to participate in this 
year's event. Please visit https://gov.georgia.gov. 

The Georgia Department of Natural Resources’ 
Wildlife Resources Division is sponsoring The Be-
coming an Outdoors-Woman (BOW) Workshop, 
scheduled for November 5-7 at the Charlie Elliott 
Wildlife Center.  BOW is an educational program 
offering hands-on workshops to women (18 or 
older) of all physical ability levels.  The workshop 
provides a practical introduction to a wide vari-
ety of outdoor recreational skills and activities in 
a safe, supportive, and professionally led learning 
environment.  
Participants select from about 20 classes, including 
fi rearms, outdoor preparedness, fi shing, prepar-
ing and cooking game, foraging, geocaching, na-
ture photography, medicinal plants and hunting. 
Sessions range in intensity from leisurely to rug-
ged (strenuous). Participants can bring their own 
tents and gear, stay off-site or stay at the lodge at 
Charlie Elliott.

Registration for BOW is now open. The cost per 
person includes food and programming and rang-
es from $245-290 (dependent on lodging choice).
For more information, visit www.georgiawildlife.
com/BOW or call (770) 784-3059.

Sources: https://www.legis.ga.gov,  https://opb.
georgia.gov, https://gadnr.org/

Rep. Winfred Dukes   
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"The Albany Southwest  Georgian"

Founded on August 8, 1938, by the late Virgil Hodges and A.C. Searles, the 
Albany Southwest Georgian has been in regular publication since.  After the 
passing of Hodges and Searles, the paper was taken over by the late Art 
Searles and then by Giselle Searles.  After 80 years of dedicated service to 
the community, the Searles family retired in May 2019.

 The Albany Southwest Georgian is an independent newspaper, nonsectarian 
and nonpartisan, printing news as accurately as possible and printing the 
news-at-large that it believes to be the best interest of the readers.  The 
focus is to provide community news, critical news and information that 
impacts the Southwest Georgia community.  The op-ed opinions published 
in this paper are the views of the writers and do not refl ect the policies of The 
Albany Southwest Georgian.

Deadlines for news and pictures is Monday at 5:00 pm.  The paper is printed 
on Tuesday evening for distribution on Wednesday and is published at 
407 S. Slappey Boulevard, Suite 201, Albany, Georgia 31701.  We can be 
reached via telephone at 229-573-7494, by fax at 229-883-2188 or through 
email at theaswgeorgian@gmail.com.  Our mailing address is PO Box 3402, 
Albany, GA 31706.  We look forward to hearing from you!

Publisher:  Willie B. Brown
Editor:  Gloria Gaines
Administration:  Vanessa Green
Advertising:  Local & National - Doree Henry
Contributing Writers: Gloria Gaines, Joshua Bowens, Madge Owens, 
Harriet A. Gaines
Layout:  NaTasha Roberts
Social Media:  Joshua Bowens
Website:  Robert Thomas
Director of Sales and Columnist: W. Frank Wilson

***Please Note:  As of July 1, 2019, we have a NEW address AND telephone 
number, as listed above
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DO NOT BE DISTRACTED

As your Dougherty 
County Democratic 
Chairperson, I am faced 
with many challenges 
that include lies, and 
hateful messages. I have 
said  repeatedly, despite 
challenges, I  will contin-
ue to be an advocate for 
Dougherty County, and 
our children of Dough-
erty County by  keeping 
you informed of issues 
on a local, State, and National level.

We must not be distracted by lies, negative talk, and 
scandalous comments, but focus on the mission which 
is to empower people by impressing upon everyone that 
we are somebody and we WILL vote and continue to 
vote in every election for the best candidate running for 
any offi  ce in this city. 

We cannot stop people from running for offi  ce, but it 
is our task to acquire accurate and correct information 
from facts, with documentation, audios, and videos to 
prove the points of concern are true, plus to substantiate 
this information, our fi ndings will also show through 
evaluations.

It is time for us to start holding our Local and State 
Offi  cials more accountable with the stipulation that we 
will not vote for them in their next election, if the evalu-
ation and other fi ndings show there is no work done 
for the people or the community, and whatever is found 
is subsequent for publication to assure that no accom-
plishments will determine whether we will continue to 
fi nancially support them or to vote for them.

Therefore, let us pray together, stay together, and make 
changes throughout this City, this State, and this Nation 
by voting, getting involved, and  participating. Let us 
keep educating our community about voting.

Comments are welcome at changingmindsinalbany@
yahoo.com.

James Williams

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
LEGISLATIVE PORTAL ACCESS 
PILOT PROGRAM AGREEMENT 

OPPOSED

House Minority Leader James Beverly (D-Macon), 
State Representatives Sandra Scott (D-Rex), Kim Scho-
fi eld (D-Atlanta), Rhonda Burnough (D-Riverdale) and 
Viola Davis (D-Stone Mountain) oppose the Georgia 
Department of Labor’s (GDOL) user agreement form 
for its Legislative Portal Access pilot program, which 
would allow legislators to monitor complaints and re-
quests from their constituents. To address these shared 
concerns, these legislators urge the GDOL to pause 
opening the pilot program and reconsider its terms of 
use for legislators who participate in the program.

Beverly said, “Instead of dealing with this crisis, the 
commissioner continues to avoid the necessary steps to 
support Georgians facing fi nancial hardships. GDOL’s 
Legislator Portal Access agreement limits what data 
legislators may disclose to the public and puts Geor-
gians at greater risk with unemployment insurance.”

Scott, who was invited to participate in the pilot pro-
gram, submitted a letter to the GDOL commissioner ex-
pressing her concerns about the user agreement require-
ments for the program.  “I am extremely disappointed 
that Georgia’s labor department would have legislators 
jump through hoops in order to assist their constitu-
ents.  If the labor commissioner refuses to work with 
the elected offi  cials chosen by the people of Georgia, he 
may want to reconsider his position as the head of this 
agency.”

These legislators are concerned that the pilot program 
would place the responsibility of constituent complaints 
on members of the Georgia General Assembly. They 
are also concerned that the confi dentiality requirements 
would limit their ability to assist with complaints, such 
as utilizing data to develop legislation and referencing 
the portal data during legislative hearings. They are also 
concerned that this agreement would prevent them from 
providing another government agency with information 
that may help resolve a constituent’s case.

“For over a year and a half, legislators have provided 
assistance and support to help Georgians recover their 
GDOL benefi ts, resolve claims and appeals,” said Scho-
fi eld. “The lack of transparency and accountability by 
the GDOL further exacerbated the stress and contribut-
ed to grave personal and fi nancial losses due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. The dereliction of duties by GDOL 
leadership and rejection of common-sense solutions of-
fered to its commissioner has greatly impacted families 
and communities across the state of Georgia.” 

Legislators see the commissioner’s latest attempt to 
shift his responsibility to them as confi rmation of his 
inability to eff ectively govern and lead the Georgia 
Department of Labor. The legislators oppose the re-
quirement of maintaining and submitting a record of 
authorized users who accessed the portal on behalf of 
the GDOL. These legislators are concerned that they 
may have to pay for additional technology in order to 
participate in the portal program. They also believe the 
agreement could create a criminal and civil liability for 
state legislators and their staff .

“I fi nd it insulting that the commissioner, who is an 
elected offi  cial like us, would now want to shift the 
responsibility for unemployment claims to the legisla-
tors,” said Burnough. “Legislators have tried to work 
with him over the past two years to resolve unemploy-
ment claims.  This Legislator Portal would be an insult 

to all those Georgians who lost their jobs through no 
fault of their own. We are going to continue to push for 
a federal investigation of the GDOL.”

Since the start of the pandemic, members of the GHDC 
Subcommittee on COVID-19 have worked to address 
constituents’ complaints, concerns and issues involv-
ing the Unemployment Insurance (UI) benefi ts and the 
GDOL.

“The Georgia Department of Labor continues to fail 
Georgians,” said Davis. “The lack of response to un-
employment insurance claims, a failed unemployment 
insurance system that cost $50 million dollars and si-
lencing legislators by way of the Legislator Portal Ac-
cess agreement form will limit state legislative over-
sight. It’s time for the labor commissioner to take the 
necessary steps to move Georgia forward and tackle the 
fi nancial hardships Georgians continue to face.”

Source: https://www.legis.ga.gov.
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EMAIL ADDRESS

The Albany Southwest Georgian has a new email address 
as follows: theaswgeorgian@gmail.com. Please use this 
email address to submit correspondence you would like 
to be included in the The Albany Southwest Georgian. As 
a reminder, the deadline for submitting content is Mon-
day at 5 PM. 
Feel free to call us at 229-573-7494.
Thank You for your continued business!

2021 HOMECOMING PARADE 
GRAND MARSHAL: DR. 
JAMES "EDDIE" BLACK

Dr. James "Eddie" Black

Albany State University is honored to have alumnus Dr. 
James "Eddie" Black ('89) serving as the 2021 Home-
coming Parade Grand Marshal. The Homecoming Pa-
rade will be Saturday, Oct. 9 from 9 to 11 a.m. on Pine 
Avenue in Downtown Albany. 

Dr. James "Eddie" Black is a beloved member of the 
ASU and Albany-Dougherty community. Black spent 
a lot of time at ASU during his formative years, as his 
father Dr. Billy C. Black served as a faculty member, 
administrator, and the 6th president.

Graduating with a B.A. in chemistry in 1989, Dr. Black 
is a life member of the ASU National Alumni Associa-
tion and a member of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 
Black served in the U.S. Navy as a fl ight surgeon and 
developed training programs funded by the Department 
of Homeland Security while working at the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham. He then completed a resi-
dency at the University of South Florida in Tampa, Fla., 
before returning to Albany in July 2006 to join South-
western Emergency Physicians at Phoebe Putney Me-
morial Hospital.

He currently serves as the medical director for emer-
gency services for the Phoebe Putney Health System.
Black has been on the frontlines of the pandemic, help-
ing to lead Phoebe's response to the COVID-19 out-
break, and was recently featured in WALB's "Heroes 
Among Us" series and was a Georgia Trend 2021 Geor-
gian of the Year. 

2021-22 MISTER AND MISS 
ALBANY STATE UNIVERSITY

Albany State University is excited to offi  cially present 
our 9th and 79th Mister and Miss Albany State Univer-
sity! Congratulations Cregory Nance and Briana Ad-
ams. The royal coronation was held October 3, 2021.

79th Miss Albany State University, Briana Adams
Briana Adams is a senior early childhood education ma-
jor from Detroit, Michigan by way of Hampton, Geor-
gia.

Her campus involvement includes participating in Ac-
tive Minds Support Group, Paraprofessional Promoting 
Progression (P3), Pre-Alumni Council, and the Gamma 
Sigma Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. She 
also served as the former Student Government Associa-
tion Equity and Inclusion Senator. 

Her future plans are to become a noteworthy second 
grade educator in the world that will transform the stan-
dards of education while also advocating and mentoring 
women worldwide who have lost their mothers.

9th Mister Albany State University, Cregory Nance 
Cregory Nance is a senior biology major from Cordele, 
Georgia. 

His campus involvement includes participating in the 
Minority Association of Pre-Med Students (MAPS) and 
MALES Mentors. He also served as Mister MAPS for 
the 2020-2021 academic school year. Cregory actively 
engages on campus by assisting with voter registration 
initiatives and volunteering during campus wellness 
days.

His future plans include attending Meharry Medical 
College or the University of Florida to pursue a career 
as an oral surgeon.

DUAL ENROLLMENT A 
GENERATIONAL BLESSING, 

ONLY IF UTILIZED
By Dr. Anthony O. Parker, 

Tuesday, September 28th, 2021

Dr. Anthony O. Parker

A combination of resources are available in Albany 
Tech’s eight-county service areas that could allow high 
school students to earn an associate’s degree, a work-
force diploma, or two technical certifi cates of credit. 
Georgia’s dual enrollment program provides the fi rst 
30 credits, and the Rebuild SW Georgia Initiative can 
provide an additional 30 credits for children who are 
economically disadvantaged. The children from both 
affl  uent and economically disadvantaged families will 
have an opportunity to earn an associate’s degree from 
Albany Technical College while they are still in high 
school.

Albany Tech off ers 100 embedded and 20 standalone 
technical certifi cates of credit, 50 occupational diplo-
mas, and 37 associate degrees to high school students.  
We have a 95 percent placement rate for those who 
choose to go directly to work.  We have active artic-
ulation agreements with 16 baccalaureate pathways.  
Several of our graduates have managed to complete a 
bachelor’s degree in three years.   Further, attending a 
two-year college while in high school could save their 
families up to $40,000 in out-of-pocket expenses or 
student loan debt.   Recent high school / Albany Tech 
graduates have successfully matriculated at Albany 
State, Georgia Southwestern, Georgia Southern, Flori-
da A&M, Tuskegee, Mercer, South Carolina State, and 
Georgia Universities. 

When I was a graduate student at South Carolina State, 
Dr. Sam Stroman shared the results of his graduate 
thesis.  Dr. Stroman found that the children of African 
American parents who both graduated from college are 
more likely to overachieve in college. He found that if 
both parents graduated from college there was a 90 per-
cent chance that their children would attend college and 
an over 70 percent chance that they would graduate.  
Thus, I believe the best method to create generational 
wealth for today’s high school students is to earn a de-
gree or work certifi cation so that they will encourage 
their children to do the same.   An associate degree from 
Albany Technical College is an excellent start.  

There is value in obtaining a few credits, and there is 
value in obtaining a technical certifi cate.  However, 
there is much more worth in earning an associate’s de-
gree or completing a workforce diploma.  There are few 
people who could successfully argue that more prepara-
tion is less benefi cial.  Additional preparation is more 
desirable because it creates self-confi dence as well as 
an expectation of future success.   That confi dence will 
be passed along to their children who then will be ex-
pected to succeed.

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays said it best when he said, “The 
tragedy of life doesn't lie in not reaching your goal, the 
tragedy lies in having no goal to reach. It isn't a calam-
ity to die with dreams unfulfi lled, but it is a calamity not 
to dream...It is not a disgrace not to reach the stars, but 
it is a disgrace to have no stars to reach for. Not failure, 
but low aim is sin."  I’m certain that aiming towards and 
earning a college degree while in high school will cre-
ate a generational blessing.

The Dougherty County School System Logistical 
Services Dept, 601 Flint Ave., ALBANY, GA 31701, 
will receive sealed Bids/Proposals for 025-PUR-2022, 
GEAR UP VIRTUAL COLLEGE ADMISSION 
ESSAY WRITING SERIES, UNTIL OCTOBER 19, 
2021 @ 2:30 PM.   
 
Bid documents may be obtained from our website at 
www.docoschools.org. 
Minority business enterprises are encouraged to 
submit bids. 
 
 By: Sharonda Thompson, Director of Logistical 
Services 

 
P-105591 

REMINDER: FALL BREAK IS 
THURSDAY AND FRIDAY

I LOVE ABY SCAVENGER 
HUNT: ARTS & CULTURE 

EDITION
By Cole McInvale, 

Albany Convention & Visitor Center

As the weather cools and the leaves change, we can’t 
help but be inspired by the creativity of Mother Na-
ture—join us in Albany, Georgia as we celebrate the 
change in season with the I Love ABY: Arts & Culture 
Edition, running throughout the month of October and 
culminating with the annual Chalkfest event on No-
vember 13.

From murals and music to macarons and masterpieces, 
team up with your family, friends and or co-workers 
for an eye-opening look at the Good Life City’s fi nest 
works of art with these 50 challenges designed in appre-
ciation for the makers in our community. Coming from 
outside the ABY? Consider making a weekend out of it 
with a stay in the cultural center of Southwest Georgia.
Complete as many as you can before October 31, 2021, 
for a chance to win the I Love ABY Prize Pack includ-
ing FIVE $100 Visa Gift cards announced at the Albany 
Museum of Art’s Chalkfest. Weekly prize drawings 
each Friday.

For complete details, visit: I Love ABY: Arts & Culture 
Edition.

For questions, email cmcinvale@visitalbanyga.com.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
"Be strong and take heart, all you 

who hope in the LORD." 
~ Psalm 31:24
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PEACE MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

James C. Bush, Pastor                                                                                                                                           

Post Offi  ce Box 3904
Albany, Georgia 31706
James C.  Bush, Pastor
(229) 889-1994/(229) 347-5589

We invite you to join our services each Sunday morn-
ing at 9:00 a.m. on conference call. The conference call 
number is (617) 769-8112 (The number is toll free).

Prayer Meeting with PEACE each Sunday on confer-
ence call at 6:00 p.m. (for only 30 minutes).

We will resume our normal services hours in our build-
ing when God and the science experts direct us. 

Worship Services Each Sunday  
Early Morning services at 7:00 a.m. 
(Free Breakfast at 8:00a.m.)
Sunday School at 10:00 a.m.
Regular Sunday Worship at 11:15 a.m.
Bible Study on each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.

If you need prayer please call (229) 434-9138.

“A Praying Church That Is Growing Our Faith and 
Love through Generosity”

FRANKLY SPEAKING
By W. Frank Wilson

W. Frank Wilson

The current slate of offi  ce seekers are quite interesting 
and present some interesting observations! We have has 
beens and never weres and you gotta be kidding!

Lawdy Albany certainly gives us challenges in various 
forms. We have food insecurity, a downtown begging 
for revitalization, a raging Covid and folk seeking to be 
representatives in our city government who raise ques-
tions about their motive and ability!

Running for offi  ce should be a decision anchored with 
a vision for the city not an egotistical venture or a move 
with more strings attached than your favorite puppet 
act.

With our current state of the city the last thing we need 
is a city commission that rivals Saturday Night Live! 
I repeat, the fact that you can run doesn’t mean you 
should.

Frankly Speaking, it’s gonna be Interesting if not in-
triguing.

EUREKA MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH ORDINATION 

SERVICE

Minister Kawaski Lucas

The Eureka Missionary Baptist Church and Pastor, Dr. 
Bill Edge, Sr., announces the Ordination of Minster 
Kawaski Lucas to the Gospel Ministry. Minister Lucas 
was born to Ms. Willie Mae Lucas and is a product of 
the Dougherty County School System. He accepted the 
call to the Ministry at the age of 15 under the late Rev. 
James Millege. Currently Lucas is a nine year member 
of Eureka and serves as an Associate Minister of the 
Church. Presently he is a student in the Bachelor’s Pro-
gram at Bethany Divinity College and Seminary and is 
also studying for the Bachelors of Business Administra-
tion at Albany State University. This special event will 
take place at the church located at 1201 Lily Pond Road 
on Sunday, October 10, 2021 at 2:00 PM. According 
to Rev. Steven Ramey, Administrative Assistant to the 
pastor the special guest speaker for the occasion will 
be Rev. Justin J. Johnson, Pastor of Spring Hill Baptist 
Church in Thomasville, Georgia. The general public 
has a cordial invitation to attend.

Dr. Bill Edge, Sr., Pastor
Rev. Steven Ramey, Reporter

HAPPY 40TH ANNIVERSARY 
TO MR. AND MRS. EARNEST 

RANDALL

Mr. and Mrs. Earnest Randall

Mr. and Mrs. Earnest Randall celebrated their 40th 
Wedding Anniversary on September 19, 2021 at the 
Merry Acres Event Center. Family and friends were in 
attendance for this loving occasion. Minister Norma G. 
Heath performed the renewing of the vows. Thank you, 
to everyone for all the love and support. We thank you 
Lord.

FLINT RIVER ENTERTAINMENT 
COMPLEX 5K RACE SERIES

The Flint River Entertainment Complex Race Series is 
set to return this fall with two registration options. Run-
ners who only wish to participate in a single 5K Event 
should choose their race of choice, and pay a $30 reg-
istration fee. Single race registration fees will include; 
entry to the race, and a 5K race t-shirt. Runners who 
wish to participate in the complete race series (all three 
races) should choose the FREC 5K Race Series – All 
3 Races option, and pay a $75 registration fee. Series 
race registration fees will include; entry to all three 5K 
race events, a 5K race t-shirt, and a (1) complementary 
drink option.

There will also be a 1-Mile Fun Run open to all ages, 
available for $10.

*Each race will start and fi nish at the Veterans Park Am-
phitheatre. Each event will have its own unique course.

RACE SCHEDULE
October 9th, 2021 9AM – Breast Cancer Awareness 
Pink presented by Phoebe Putnam Health System
October 30th, 2021 9AM – Monster Dash presented by 
Albany Museum of Art
November 20th, 2021 9AM – Turkey Trott presented by 
South Georgia Television

Runners will be able to pick up race packets on race day 
during registration time, prior to the start of each race.
There will be an awards ceremony following each indi-
vidual 5K event and a Grand Prize will be presented at 
the end of the fi nal 5K event. Runners must participate 
in all 3 races to be considered for Grand Prize.

Good luck and let’s have fun!

K'ATTIC RACKS

K'Attic Racks new friendly family thrift store invites 
you to shop for clothing for the whole family, plus ac-
cessories, and even small appliances. Check out all the 
racks at K'Attic Racks. Store Business Hours are Tues-
day through Saturday 11 PM - 7PM located at 1117 
Broad Avenue Albany, Ga.

Come See Me Where I Dress You Better Than Me Al-
most Free!

PROTECT YOUR PUMPKINS

Pink Pumpkin Decorating Contest and Drive-Thru 
Breast Cancer Awareness event will be held at the 
Dougherty County Health Department. Bring your 
decorated pink pumpkins to the Dougherty County 
Health Department on Friday October 22nd, between 
9am-12pm. All ages welcome! We will also have free 
education and giveaways to raise awareness of Breast 
Cancer for the month of October at this event. Winner 
of the pumpkin decorating contest will be announced 
on 10/29/21.
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OBITUARIES
ALBRITTEN'S FUNERAL 

SERVICE

Mr. Norris Nathan Richardson, Sr.

Mr. Norris Nathan Richardson, Sr., 87, passed away on 
Sunday, September 26, 2021. His graveside service was 
held on Wednesday, September 29, 2021, at 1:00 p.m. 
at Henderson- Powell Cemetery in Cuthbert, GA. Rev-
erend Henry Hogan, Jr., offi  ciated. Albritten's Funeral 
Service was in charge of fi nal arrangements.

Mrs. Christine Statham-Watson

Mrs. Christine Statham-Watson, 91, passed away on 
Wednesday, September 22, 2021. Her graveside service 
was held on Thursday, September 30, 2021, at 11:00 
a.m. at New Hope Baptist Church Cemetery in Parrott, 
GA. Pastor Freddie Jones offi  ciated. Albritten's Funeral 
Service was in charge of fi nal arrangements.

MEADOWS FUNERAL HOME

Ms. Joann Byers

Ms. Joann Byers, 62, of Albany, Georgia departed 
this life Saturday, October 2, 2021 at Willson Hospice 
House, Albany, Georgia. Funeral services are incom-
plete at this time. Meadows Funeral Home is in charge 
of the arrangements.

Mother Johnnie L. Mitchell

Mother Johnnie L. Mitchell, 80, of Albany, Georgia 
departed this life Friday, October 1, 2021 at Willson 
Hospice House, Albany, Georgia. Funeral services are 
incomplete at this time. Meadows Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements.

ROBERT JESTER MORTUARY

Willie B. (Tommie) Clayton

Willie B. (Tommie) Clayton departed this life Wednes-
day, September 22, 2021, at North Shore Medical Center 
in Miami, Florida. The funeral service was conducted 
Saturday, October 2, 2021, at 11:00 a.m., at Robert Jest-
er Mortuary. Reverend Johnny Williams, IV offi  ciated.  
Interment followed in Oak Grove Missionary Baptist 
Church Cemetery. Condolences to the family may be 
conveyed online at www.robertjestermortuary.com. 

David Lee Turner

David Lee Turner departed this life Friday, September 
24, 2021 at Tallahassee Memorial Hospital. The grave-
side funeral service was conducted Saturday, October 2, 
2021, at 2:00 p.m., at Saint Mary Memorial Cemetery, 
6829 St. Mary Road, Baconton.  Reverend Ananias 
Hopkins, III, offi  ciated. Condolences to the family may 
be conveyed online at www.robertjestermortuary.com.

Mary A. Polite
Bonding Service

•24 Hour 
Service•

•City & 
County 

Bonding 
Service•

•Albany’s First
Bonding Lady•

432-0796 • Day or Night • 432-7911

235 Flint Ave
Albany, Georgia

CLASSIFIED AD 

ROOFING EXPERIENCE TPO 
contact 229-883-8537 

HELP WANTED 

 
Seeking help in the following areas:  

 Construction Workers 
 Carpenter 
 Painter 
 Skilled Labor 
 Project manager 
 Superintendent   

 
Dukes Edwards & Dukes Inc. 

407 S. Slappey Blvd. 
Albany GA 31701 

229-883-8537 

A TRIBUTE OF LOVE FOR 
JOHNNY LEE BELL

Johnny Lee Bell
February 2, 1946 – August 29, 2021

Homecoming Service for Johnny Lee Bell was held 
September 14, 2021 in Chicago, Illinois at Wallace 
Broadview Funeral Home in Broadview Illinois.
Johnny Lee Bell was born February 2, 1946 to the late 
Jake and Daisy Bell in Lee County.

Early in life he accepted Christ and was baptized at the 
Palmyra Baptist Church under the leadership of Rev. 
L.W. White. He continued to serve God in Chicago at 
Love Ministries under the leadership of Rev. Richard 
Griffi  s and was ordained as a Deacon.

Johnny was educated in Lee County School System. 
Later he began working for R. Olson Construction 
where he retired in August 2019.

In 1988 he married Margaret. They were together for 
several years before separating. They reunited in Febru-
ary 2021 in San Tan Valley, Arizona.

Johnny leaves to mourn a wife Margaret Bell of San 
Tan Valley, Arizona. Two step grandchildren De-
metria and Markese of Illinois. Five Sisters: Doshie 
Gills,Chicago,Ill, Daisy Forte, Atlanta, Ga, Joann 
Walters, Leesburg, Ga., Susan Reynolds, Albany, Ga., 
Beatrice Brown, Ridgeland, Ms., Four Brothers: Rev. 
David (Brenda) Bell, Athens, Ga., Willie(Jessie) Bell, 
Albany, Ga., Lester Bell, Fitzgerald, Ga., Major Bell, 
Atlanta, Ga. (Nephew), Nathaniel L. Bell. A host of 
nieces, nephews and cousins. 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
ADRIAN F. SINGLETARY

Adrian F. Singletary
December 9, 1970 – October 10, 2020

On death, where is thy sting? Oh grave, where is thy 
victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of 
sin is the law. But thanks but to God, which giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. I Corinthians 
15:55-57.

For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor an-
gels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38-
39.

It has been a year since our dearly beloved Adrian went 
home to be with the Lord. We are so very thankful for 
the 49 years God shared him with us. His love for his 
family, His talent in music, wisdom in technology, His 
giving spirit, and knowledge in biblical history, will 
truly be missed, and he is forever loved. He grew tired 
of the pain and was ready to go where there is no more 
pain. He said, “I’m ready to go home.”

We, Willie and Ann Singletary and family, wish to ex-
tend our sincere thanks to each of you for your kind 
expressions of love and support.

We were instructed by the message, “Let Not Your 
Heart Be Troubled,” by Minister Jimmy Ewings. God is 
still working on us, we’ll understand it better by and by.

PHOEBE UPDATES 
COVID-19 NUMBERS

ALBANY, GA. –  As of Tuesday morning, these were 
Phoebe’s COVID-19 numbers:
•  Total COVID-19 Patients in Phoebe Putney Memo-
rial Hospital – 69
•  Total COVID-19 Patients in Phoebe Sumter Medical 
Center – 22
•  Total COVID-19 Patients in Phoebe Worth Medical 
Center – 0
•  Total Inpatients Recovered – 3,184
•  Total Positive Deaths from Phoebe Putney Memorial 
Hospital – 375
•  Total Positive Deaths from Phoebe Sumter – 94
•  Total Positive Deaths from Phoebe Worth – 1
•  Total Vaccines Administered – 66,109

“We are grateful that we are not caring for any COV-
ID-19 patients at Phoebe Worth for the fi rst time in two 
months.  While cases continue to drop slowly through-
out our health system, COVID patient volumes remain 
high at our hospitals in Albany and Americus.  We 
admitted 10 patients in Albany yesterday as the delta 
surge continues to take a toll on our communities.” said 
Scott Steiner, Phoebe Putney Health System President 
and CEO.  “It is an exciting week in Albany as the com-
munity welcomes visitors to the city for Albany State 
University’s homecoming week.  We encourage every-
one to celebrate safely, and we urge anyone who has not 
been vaccinated to get the shot to protect themselves 
and those around them.  We are also having great suc-
cess with our mass booster shot sites, and we hope more 
people who are eligible will schedule an appointment to 
get that extra level of protection,” Steiner added.

Phoebe administered more than 2,200 COVID-19 vac-
cinations last week.  Most of those were Pfi zer booster 
shots given at mass vaccination sites in Albany and Syl-
vester.  A third site opened in Americus today.  The third 
dose is available for those who received a second dose 
of the Pfi zer vaccine at least six months ago and are at 
least 65 years old, at least 18 years old with a serious 
underlying medical condition or at least 18 years old 
with a high risk of exposure to COVID-19 at work.  In-
dividuals may schedule booster shots or initial vaccina-
tions at Phoebe locations by calling 229-312-MYMD.

BLACK HISTORY ANSWER

Angela Davis (A civil rights activist imprisoned by 
the FBI, she was freed after her trial in 1972.)
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second Saturday at 1 p.m. Monthly Community Night 
Program at 6:30 p.m. every 4th Thursday of the  month 
beginning in February. Frank Wilson, Executive Director, P. 
O. Box 6036, Albany, GA 31706, (229) 432-1698.

 _______________________________________
Teens Speaking Out Forum every Sunday at 7 p.m. on www.
blogtalkradio.com/teens-speaking-out ordial-in to listen: 
(646) 716-6058. Teens and young Adults, who have issues and 
are looking   for ways to overcome their dilemma without 
discrimination are invited to join. Youth are allowed to speak 
out concerning how they feel about there situation. Solutions 
thru a thought management program, mentoring to teens, 
counseling and support are offered through this program.

 _______________________________________
Albany Area Chapter of IAAP (International Association of 
Administrative Professionals) monthly chapter meeting is 
held every 4th Monday at 6 p.m. at Phoebe Northwest, 2336 
Dawson Road, Albany, Georgia.

 _______________________________________
Security Plus Helping our Veterans  - is holding a meeting 
to help our Veterans.  We need volunteers to assist in helping 
our veterans that serve to protect our country. Remember 
our veterans. For more information please contact: (229) 878-
6243.

 _______________________________________
The Albany Kiwanis Club, meets every Wednesday at 
noon Austin’s Firegrill, 2817 Old Dawson Rd, contact Chuck 
Owens at (229) 344-1752.

 _______________________________________
The Fort Valley State University Albany Area  Alumni 
Chapter meets the third Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m. 
at Golden Corral Restaurant, 2524 Archwood Dr., Albany. 
All alumni residing in Dougherty, Lee, Worth, Mitchell, 
Crisp,Terrell, and other Southwest Georgia counties are 
invited to attend. For more information please contact: 
Tony Jones at (229) 669-4711.

 _______________________________________
Ward 3 District Neighborhood Watch Community Policing 
Center, 201 W. Oglethorpe Blvd, Albany, GA 31701. First 
Monday in each month from 6-7PM. This is your community, 
your children, your lives and your future. Please get 
involved! All citizens are invited and asked to bring someone 
along to share thoughts and ideas on this important issue. 
Information Call Mr. Rambeau (229) 883-1293.

 _______________________________________
Class/Seminars For Military Vets, Reserve, and Active 
Duties, Free Laptop Computer and books online courses. 
100% paid education chapter 33. 100 S. Magnolia St. Albany, 
GA. M-F 8 pm Contact: Ulysses Tomblin Jr. 229-878-6243.

 _______________________________________
Deregulation meets every Saturday and Sunday at 2 pm. 

To help people paid on their electric and gas bill monthly. 
Contact Chief Tomblin at (229) 878-6243

 _______________________________________

Only Believe! International Ministries, Inc. is inviting 
you to our discipleship workshops held every 1st and 3rd 
Sunday at 4:30 pm in Leesburg, Georgia. The workshops are 
designed to facilitate spiritual growth and increase heavenly 
expectations. God is calling for Disciples of Christ this year, 
so come and follow Him. These workshops are free and 
open to all. For more information and directions please con-
tact Apostle Marnie Cagle at (229) 669-0502 or via email at 
ladyoffaith.obim@gmail.com.

 _______________________________________
Albany Community Builder Inc. meets every Tuesday 

morning at Carter’s Grill in the meeting room at 10am. The 
public is invited. For more information call (229) 395-1040.

 _______________________________________
Madison/Monroe High School Reunion All graduates 

of Madison High and Monroe High School are asked to 
meet on the 1st Sunday of each month at 5:00 pm at the 623 
Whitney Avenue Plans are being made for “Reunion 2019.” 
For more information contact: Ben McMiller (229)432-0604;  
Rutha Harris (229)436-1997.

 _______________________________________
WOW (Women of Worth) meets every 3rd Thursday at 

6:00pm at Beacon of Light Church 1512 Cromartie Beach 
Drive 31705 Apostle Helen Mackey, Pastor

 _______________________________________
Pastors and Assistant Pastor Prayer every 3rd Monday at 
5:00 pm at Beacon of Light Church 1512 Cromartie Beach 
Drive 31705 Apostle Helen Mackey, Pastor

 _______________________________________
NAMI Albany, the local affi liate of the National Alliance 

on Mental Illness, offers support, education and advocacy. 
Meeting are held Albany ARC, 3005 Old Dawson Road. 2ND

Tuesday of each month:  6:00 – NAMI Night Education Pro-
gram, open to the public.  7:00 – Support in 2 Groups: Con-
nection Support Group for adults in recovery; Family Sup-
port Group for family and close friends. 4th Tuesday of each 
month: 6:00 - Support in 2 groups: Family & Connection.
Contact NAMI Albany for more information: (229) 329 1444 
or albanynami@gmail.com. 

 _______________________________________
NARFE (National Active and Retired Federal Employ-

ees) meets every 3rd Wednesday at 11:30 AM. at the Ameri-
can Legion, 2916 Gillionville Road, Albany, Georgia. Lunch 
will be available. We have a speaker of interest. All eligible 
persons are welcome. Contact: Barbara England (229) 302-
2580.

On this day in civil rights history, Fannie 
Lou Hamer was born to sharecropping par-
ents, the youngest of their 20 children. She 
grew up in poverty and worked on a planta-
tion, fi rst with her family and later with her 
husband, Perry Hamer.

In August 1962, however, Hamer heard 
James Bevel of the SCLC give a sermon in 
Ruleville, Mississippi, calling for brave Af-
rican Americans to register to vote. Hamer 
was the fi rst to volunteer: the decision al-
tered the course of her life and ultimately 
made her famous.

For her eff ort to register to vote, she and her 
family were promptly evicted from their 
sharecropper home.

SNCC activist Bob Moses and Charles 
McLaurin then recruited Hamer to travel 

around the South telling about her experi-
ences. Though uneducated, Hamer was a 
charismatic speaker- a large woman with a 
large voice that packed emotion into the old 
spirituals she sang wherever she went.

On the way to a SNCC conference in June 
1963, Hamer was jailed with a number of 
other activists in Winona, Mississippi, where 
she was systematically beaten over the 
course of an entire night. The assault was so 
savage she spent over a month in recovery.

Hamer returned to work afterwards, though, 
organizing and campaigning during the Free-
dom Summer. But Hamer’s greatest moment 
came during the 1964 Democratic National 
Convention, when, as vice chair of the Mis-
sissippi Freedom Democratic Party, she tes-
tifi ed on live television to the brutality and 
inhumanity of Southern racists.

The American Legion Post 512 Executive Board meets every 
3rd Monday at 8:00 P.M..; General Body meets every 4th 
Monday at 8:00 P.M..  The meeting is held at the post.

 _______________________________________
The American Legion Post 512 Women’s Auxiliary meets 
every Monday after the fi rst Sunday at 8:00 P.M.  The meeting 
is held at the post.

 _______________________________________
Sons of the American Legion (SAL) Post 512  meet every 2nd 
Tuesday of each month at 7:30 P.M. The meeting is held at 
the post.

 _______________________________________
The American Legion Post 512 Past Commanders meet every 
3rd Monday at 7:00 PM.

 _______________________________________
Albany Beauty Culture League meets the 2nd Monday of each 
month at 10:00 A.M. at the home of Olivia Wilson located on 
2307 St. George Dr.

 _______________________________________
EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE PROVIDERS: (Rent, Utilities, 
Food, Clothing, Etc).  Albany Outreach Center, 314 N. 
Jefferson Street, 432-2405; Dougherty County Neighborhood 
Service Center, 1003 W. Gordon Avenue, 883-1365; The 
Salvation Army, 304 W. 2nd Avenue, 435-1428.

 _______________________________________
The Artesian Toastmasters, Noon, every Thursday, 814 
Radford Blvd. Marine Corps Logistics Base, Albany. Contact: 
Eunice Parks, 229.639.8324

 _______________________________________
The Albany Community Toastmasters, 7 p.m., 1st and 3rd 
Thursdays each month, The Community Policing Center, 
1721 E. Oglethorpe Avenue. Contact: Jewell Howard at 
229.787.0014

 _______________________________________
The Cutliff Grove Family Resources, Inc. meets every second 
Saturday at 10:00 a.m., Cutliff Grove Baptist Church, 835 W. 
Broad Ave., Albany, Georgia. For more information call 229-
435-2308.

 _______________________________________
The Firomyalgia Support Group meets the fi rst Tuesday of 
each month 5-6 p.m. in the Phoebe Northwest Conference 
Room. The Fibromyalgai Support infomation hotline is (229) 
312-8716.

 _______________________________________
Albany AGLOW Fellowship, a non-denominational 
Christian Women’s Fellowship, meets every third Thursday 
of the month at the Women’s Federated Clubhouse, 1012 
North Van Buren Street. Refreshments at 7 PM, following by 
praise and worship. Hear powerful testimony from a different 
speaker every month! Free and open to the public! Contact: 
229-436-6722.

 _______________________________________
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE VICTIMS:  Liberty House, 439-
7065; Open Arms, 431-1121. 

 _______________________________________
RAM ROOTERS meet every 1st Thursday at the American 
Legion Post 512.

 _______________________________________
SOUP KITCHENS:  Albany Rescue Mission, 604 N. Monroe 
Street, Lunch  12:00 Noon, Monday thru Friday;  Arcadia 
Baptist Church, 1214 N. Jackson Street, Lunch 12:00 Noon,  
Tuesday only; Friendship Outreach Mission, 421 W. Broad 
Avenue, Tuesday and Friday 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM; Mt. Zion 
Baptist  Church, 1905 Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr., Thursdays 
from 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM;  St. Clare’s Soup Kitchen 2005 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive, Lunch 11:00 a.m. until 12:30 
p.m. (closed during summer months); St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, 212 N. Jefferson Street, Lunch 11:30 a.m. until 12:30 
p.m. (closed during summer months); The Salvation Army, 
304 W. 2nd Avenue, Evening Meal, 5:00-5:30 p.m. seven days 
a week.

 _______________________________________
THE ALBANY STATE UNIVERSITY TOASTMASTERS 

CLUB #5091 meets every fi rst and third Saturdays from 10:00 
a.m. until 12:00 noon in the ACAD Building, Room 172.  The 
club is open to ASU faculty, staff, alumni and supporters. 
Contact Blenda Mattox, President, at (229) 395-1250, or email 
blendamattox@att.net.

 _______________________________________
GOODWILL INDUSTRIES ALBANY CAREER CENTER,
hours of operation:  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday - 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.; Friday - 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; 
The Center is located at 2015 N. Slappey Boulevard, (229) 
317-0970.

 _______________________________________
Albany Area Clergy Women, Inc. meets every 2nd Saturday 
of each month at 10 a.m., at New Beginning Christian Church, 
Inc., 711 S. Monroe Street. All clergy women, known or  
unknown, are invited to attend. Contact: President Harriett 
Gainer at (229) 432-9640.

 _______________________________________
Albany Civil Rights Institute, 326 Whitney Avenue, Albany, 
GA: Open Tuesday - Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4  p.m.; Admission 
fee for non-members; ACRI Freedom Singers perform every 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

The Community Calendar
is brought to you, in part,

by Publix Super Markets, Inc.

“I am sick and tired of being sick and tired,” 
she said. “Is this America, the land of the free 
and the home of the brave where we have to 
sleep with our telephones off  the hooks be-
cause our lives be threatened daily because 
we want to live as decent human beings-in 
America?”

The MFDP failed at the DNC to unseat the 
white Mississippi delegation, but the nation 
was watching and listening. Hamer pressed 
on. She ran for Congress twice and in 1968 
attended the Democratic National Conven-
tion as a member of that previously all- 
white Mississippi delegation. She criticized 
the Vietnam War.

Hamer spent the rest of her life working in 
various grassroots programs, including the 
Poor People’s Campaign. She died on March 
14, 1977, in Mound Bayou, Mississippi.

OCTOBER 6, 1917 – ACTIVIST FANNIE LOU HAMER BORN IN MISSISSIPPI

If you would like your community 
announcement, club, organization, or 
civic group listed in the community 
calendar, please call: (229) 573-7494; 

Fax info to: (229) 883-2188; Email: 
theaswgeorgian@gmail.com. 
Attn.: Community Calendar.

TODAY IN BLACK HISTORY

Follow 
"The Albany Southwest  Georgian"
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EMAIL ADDRESS

The Albany Southwest Georgian has a new email 
address as follows: theaswgeorgian@gmail.com. 
Please use this email address to submit correspon-
dence you would like to be included in the The Alba-
ny Southwest Georgian. As a reminder, the deadline 
for submitting content is Monday at 5 PM. 
Feel free to call us at 229-573-7494.
Thank You for your continued business!

WOMEN OF COLOR WITH 
BREAST CANCER LAUNCH 

NEW BRAND PHOTOGRAPHY 
CAMPAIGN TO BUILD 

AWARENESS

NATIONWIDE — For the Breast of Us, the fi rst-ev-
er blog and online community for all women of color 
aff ected by breast cancer, is excited to announce the 
launch of its new brand photography in an eff ort to 
increase the representation and inclusion of minority 
breast cancer thrives.

For the fi rst time since launching in 2019, it has re-
vealed new brand photography featuring its founders 
and members of its diverse Breast Cancer Baddie Am-
bassador team.

The photos, taken by Ride the Wave Photography in 
Orlando, Florida, provide a sharp contrast to the main-
stream breast cancer narrative centered on the experi-
ences of white women. With photo highlights featured 
on its website, the community demands for women of 
color to be truly seen, valued, and understood with its 
#WhenYouSeeUs campaign.

After struggling to fi nd stories and images of women 
who looked like themselves, For the Breast of Us LLC, 
was created in 2019 by two young, black breast cancer 
survivors, Jasmine Souers and Marissa Thomas.

“I remember searching online just a few years ago try-
ing to fi nd images of black women with breast cancer,” 
said For the Breast of Us cofounder Marissa Thomas 
who was diagnosed with breast cancer at 35. “So many 
of the women in our community did the exact same 
thing because it’s not easily available.”

“Being part of this photoshoot gave us the opportuni-
ty to be the women we were once searching for. It’s 
an amazing feeling to create something that screams 
‘You’re not alone!’ It’s a big deal for our community.”

An opportunity to harness the collective power of mar-
ginalized communities, For the Breast of Us empow-
ers women of color to share their honest experiences 
with breast cancer and provides educational content to 
help them navigate the challenges to accessing quality 
healthcare. From taboo topics like sex and intimacy to 
living with metastatic breast cancer, For the Breast of 
Us has captured the attention of women going against 
their cultural norms to keep quiet about health matters.
“Every woman featured in this campaign knows what it 
feels like to be invisible as a person of color navigating 
the health system,” said For the Breast of Us cofounder 
Jasmine Souers, diagnosed with breast cancer at the age 
26 after an initial misdiagnosis.

“From the breast cancer campaigns and the cancer cen-
ter support groups to having our concerns dismissed 
by our doctors and not being given all of our treatment 
options. This photoshoot is our way of saying, ‘We’re 
here, we matter, and we’re done dying in the dark and 
suff ering silence.’ We are living boldly and loudly. And 
as long as we’re alive, we’ll be fi ghting to make the 
journeys easier for the women diagnosed after us.”

Source:www.blacknews.com.

O.K. Beauty/Fashion
317 S. Slappey Blvd

Slappey Foods
405. S. Slappey Blvd.

H & K Food Mart
900-B Westover Blvd.

Thrift/Petro
2401 Brierwood

Dixie Store
Broad

MLK Store

Express Lane
5736 Lily Pond/Newton Rd

Grab-N-Go
5400 Newton Rd

Citgo
1404 W. Oarkridge

Pace 
Magnolia/Gillionville

Citgo 
2704 Ledo Rd

BP
2340 Dawson Rd

BP
1817 N. Slappey

Fairway Foods #2
520 S. Slappey

Pace
404 S. Slappey Blvd.

Good Times
402 S. Slappey Blvd.

Liberty Food Mart
Oglethorpe Blvd.

Junebug's #2
Newton Road

Bitten/Junebug's
1905 Madison Street

Radium Springs Mart
2523 Radium Springs Road

A&S
1342 Mobile Avenue

Petro/Quick Way
700 Radiym Springs Road

Stop 'N Shop
2609 Sylvester Road

Marathon
326 S. Mock Road

Petro Gas Station
2401 Brierwood

S&B QuickStop
1800 E. Broad Avenue

Millan Foods
1515  E. Clark Avenue

Stop 'N Shop Food Mart
1117 E. Clark Avenue

Chervon Food Mart
2509 Stuart Avenue

Homerun Food
309 Oglethorpe Blvd.

College Park Foods
2217 Gillionville Road

Homerun Foods
1002-A Oakridge Dr.

Oasis Gas Station - #371
1608 W. Broad Avenue

Oasis - #368
1301 S. Slappey Blvd.

Westside Grocery
2314 W. Gordon Avenue

SEN. OSSOFF LEADING 
PUSH TO COMMEMORATE 

CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS’ 
LIFE WITH NEW POSTAL 

STAMP

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. Senator Jon Ossoff  is 
leading the push for a new postal stamp to commemo-
rate the life and legacy of his mentor, the late Congress-
man John Lewis.

In a letter addressed to the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory 
Committee, Sen. Ossoff  urged the Committee to recom-
mend approval of a stamp highlighting the late Con-
gressman’s legacy as a leader and champion for civil 
and human rights.

“Congressman Lewis was an American hero, civil 
rights icon, and revered citizen of Georgia, fully de-
serving of this honor,” Sen. Ossoff  wrote. “His courage 
serves as an extraordinary example of civic leadership, 
and continues to inspire young Americans to serve their 
communities and build a better world. I am honored to 
represent Congressman Lewis’ home state of Georgia 
in the United States Senate and to lead the Senate eff ort 
to honor him with a commemorative stamp. I respect-
fully urge the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee to 
recommend to the Postmaster General approval for its 
issuance.”

As his fi rst piece of legislation, Sen. Ossoff  introduced 
and passed a bicameral resolution honoring the life and 
legacy of the late Congressman.

NOTICE TO ALL MAIL SUBSCRIBERS

All newspapers sent by mail are delivered 
to the Post Offi ce on Wednesday afternoon. 

If your paper arrives later than usual or 
does not arrive please call the postmaster in 
your city and report it.  We cannot control 

Post Offi ce delivery.
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SENS. WARNOCK, OSSOFF 
SECURE OVER $22 MILLION 
FOR GEORGIA COMMUNITY 

HEALTH CENTERS

WASHINGTON, D.C. –– Today U.S. Senators Rev-
erend Raphael Warnock and Jon Ossoff  announced 
more than $22 million in funding they secured for in-
frastructure investments at community health centers 
across the state of Georgia. The funding comes from 
the American Rescue Plan, which Sens. Ossoff  and Rev. 
Warnock helped pass earlier this year.

The funding Sens. Rev. Warnock and Ossoff  secured 
will help improve quality of care for Georgians and 
make improvements to Georgia’s community health 
centers so they can serve the communities for years to 
come.

“This funding will help Georgia health centers remain 
open, invest in upgrades, and better serve our commu-
nities. Sen. Rev. Warnock and I will continue working 
to deliver the resources necessary to fi ght COVID-19,” 
said Sen. Ossoff .

“I am proud to have supported the American Rescue 
Plan that continues to provide the necessary funding 
for our overwhelmed hospitals, overworked staff s, and 
recovering communities across our state,” said Sen. 
Reverend Warnock. “We must continue to do all we 
can to provide support and funding to our health care 
infrastructure and workers on the frontlines of this pan-
demic.”

METRO ATLANTA AREA & NORTH GEORGIA:
$10,882,642
•  Athens Model Neighborhood Health Center: $574,437
• Center for Pan Asian Community Services: $563,052
• Family Health Centers of Georgia: $731,910
• Four Corners Primary Care Centers: $582,203
• Georgia Highlands Medical Service: $710,727
• Georgia Mountains Health Services: $635,399
• Good Samaritan Health & Wellness Center: $534,936
• Health, Education, Assessment and Leadership 
(H.E.A.L.) Inc.: $535,013
• Medlink Georgia: $1,005,978
• Meridian Education Resource Group: $529,007
• North Georgia Healthcare Center: $529,667
• Oconee Valley Healthcare: $638,699
• Palmetto Health Council: $675,714
• Primary Health Care Center of Dade: $704,776
• Recovery Consultants of Atlanta: $518,051
• Saint Josephs Mercy Care Services: $417,270
• Southside Medical Center: $995,803

ALBANY AREA: $2,821,792
• Albany Area Primary Health Care: $1,000,577
• Georgia Department of Community Health: $554,487
• Primary Care of Southwest Georgia: $647,378
• South Central Primary Care Center: $619,350

AUGUSTA AREA: $2,014,954
• Christ Community Health Services Augusta: $583,908
• East Georgia Healthcare Center: $729,108
• Neighborhood Improvement Project: $701,938

COLUMBUS AREA: $2,077,681
• CareConnect Health: $1,457,022
• Valley Healthcare System: $620,659

MACON AREA: $1,359,337
• Community Health Care Systems: $739,349
• First Choice Primary Care: $619,988

SAVANNAH AREA: $3,140,046
• Coastal Community Health Services: $572,699
• Curtis V. Cooper Primary Health Care: $752,021
• Diversity Health Center: $579,486
• J.C. Lewis Health Center: $640,569
• McKinney Medical Center: $595,271

BLACK WOMAN 
ENTREPRENEUR LAUNCHES 

SHOE COMPANY THAT 
CATERS TO SORORITIES AND 

FRATERNITIES IN THE 
DIVINE 9

Kam Ballard

BIRMINGHAM, AL — Meet Kam Ballard, founder 
of b.c.e Shoes, an online company that customizes shoes 
for the sororities and fraternities in the Divine 9. She 
says that she started the company to off set college costs 
for her children. She comments, “I started this company 
as a way to pay for my children’s college education. I 
wanted to break the cycle of graduating from college 
with a mountain of student loan debt. It has evolved into 
something bigger than I ever could have imagined.”

She is a member of and a certifi ed vendor for Delta Sig-
ma Theta Sorority, Inc., and is also an approved vendor 
for the following organizations within the Divine 9: Al-
pha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc., Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, 
Inc., Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc., Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, Inc., Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc., Kappa 
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., and Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, 
Inc.

b.c.e.’s products include a variety of shoes that can be 
worn in the board room or the ballroom. She has re-
cently added an athletic shoe line.

Ballard’s goal is to provide stylish, comfortable, and af-
fordable shoes. “I want to make shoes that cater to the 

seasoned professional, but also, keep them aff ordable 
where a Neo on the college campus is able to obtain 
them without breaking the bank.”

Ballard also believes in philanthropy. She has had sev-
eral shoe drives where the proceeds are used to pro-
vide new genuine leather shoes for the ladies housed in 
homeless and domestic violence shelters. In the past, 
she has partnered with First Light Shelter, YWCA, and 
Jessie’s Place. Ballard understands that hard times can 
happen to anyone. “I was always taught to sow seeds. 
You may not reap the harvest, but your children or 
someone close to you will.”

The shoes can be purchased online at www.bceshoes.
com. The shoes are custom-made when purchased. The 
average time frame is 45 business days.

Source: www.blacknews.com.
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The Albany Southwest Georgian celebrates the lives and legacies of those who are no longer with us.  We join with families, friends and the greater community in 
mourning. 

During this time of crisis and confusion, we cannot come together to grieve as usual.  We miss the closeness and warmth of a hug from those most cherished in our 
lives.  We miss our community of corporate worship which is a devastating loss.  In isolation, we struggle to maintain our health in body, mind and spirit.

The blood of our ancestors strengthened us for times like these. During this time of “social distancing” take moments to recall what we know. Recall what we have 
been through and what God has brought us through.  Our faith tells us we have a destiny and we shall overcome. We always come through.

Please believe there are brighter days of joy and peace to come.  You have our condolences, love and prayers.

Patricia Albritten Raymond Butts Frederick Fountain Javahres Green Nora Lee Henry

Allean Hicks Juliette Hicks Annie Kimbrough Heather Maddox Lashawn Mango

Frederick Marcus Julie McKendree Deloria Miller Martha Young Milton James Parker

A  S  G  R   L  O

If you have a family member
or loved one who has passed 
away since March 15, 2020, 

please let us know.

Phone:  229-573-7494
Email: theaswgeorgian@gmail.com

407 S. Slappey Boulevard, 
Suite 201, Albany, Georgia 31701
Monday - Wednesday, 9AM - 5PM

Elder Max McArthur Simmons Adrian F. Singletary Master Malik J. Smith

The Albany Southwest Georgian Remembers . . . #AlbanyStrong

David Lee Turner Armarie Wooden
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